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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 13, 2007 

Mrs. MYRICK. Madam Speaker, I was un-
able to participate in the following votes. If I 
had been present, I would have voted as fol-
lows: 

JUNE 12, 2007 
Rollcall vote 461, on motion that the com-

mittee rise and leave as unfinished business— 
H.R. 2638, Department of Homeland Security 
Appropriations Act, 2008—I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

JUNE 13, 2007 
Rollcall vote 462, on motion that the com-

mittee rise and leave as unfinished business— 
H.R. 2638, Department of Homeland Security 
Appropriations Act, 2008—I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall vote 463, on motion that the com-
mittee rise and leave as unfinished business— 
H.R. 2638, Department of Homeland Security 
Appropriations Act, 2008—I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall vote 464, on motion that the com-
mittee rise and leave as unfinished business— 
H.R. 2638, Department of Homeland Security 
Appropriations Act, 2008—I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall vote 465, on motion that the com-
mittee rise and leave as unfinished business— 
H.R. 2638, Department of Homeland Security 
Appropriations Act, 2008—I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 
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TRIBUTE TO DR. JOSEPHINE 
ELIZABETH SEATON FRANKLIN 

HON. ALBERT RUSSELL WYNN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 13, 2007 

Mr. WYNN. Madam Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to draw your attention to 
Dr. Josephine Elizabeth Seaton Franklin. This 
remarkable woman is celebrating her 80th 
birthday July 1, 2007. As a founding member 
and first president of Theta Rho Omega Chap-
ter, Alpha Kappa Sorority, Dr. Foster has had 
a monumental role in the Chapter’s scholar-
ship work and community service. 

Through the Josephine Elizabeth Seaton 
Foundation, the Theta Rho Omega Chapter 
has provided funds for academic scholarships. 
The Chapter has given more than $90,000 to 
scholars and community service projects. Dr. 
Franklin is a native of Cleveland, Ohio and 
holds a master degree and doctorate degree 
in education. Throughout her lengthy career, 
Dr. Franklin has continued to demonstrate a 
love of education. She has taught in Virginia, 
Michigan and Chicago. Dr. Franklin’s steadfast 
commitment to others undoubtedly exemplifies 
her generosity of spirit and dedication to 
countless educational and humanitarian 
causes. 

Dr. Franklin’s birthday on July 1st is special 
because this gracious and admirable woman 
has devoted herself magnanimously to helping 
others. She is recognized by her community, 
her friends, and her loved ones as a pillar of 

strength and compassion. Dr. Franklin’s effort 
to make the world a better place is truly admi-
rable. 
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INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION 
TO DIRECT THE OCCUPATIONAL 
SAFETY AND HEALTH ADMINIS-
TRATION TO ISSUE A STANDARD 
REGULATING WORKER EXPO-
SURE TO DIACETYL 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 13, 2007 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I am in-
troducing legislation today that will require the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
to issue an emergency interim final standard, 
and after 2 years, a final standard to protect 
workers against a butter flavoring chemical 
called diacetyl. Exposure to diacetyl has been 
found to cause a devastating lung disease 
known as bronchiolitis obliterans, or ‘‘popcorn 
lung.’’ Diacetyl has been described by NIOSH 
as causing ‘‘astonishingly grotesque’’ effects in 
workers’ lungs—often in a very short time pe-
riod. 

Dozens of workers at microwave popcorn 
factories or factories where flavors are pro-
duced have become sick, and several have 
died. Others are awaiting lung transplants. 
Thousands more workers are exposed at fac-
tories that make or use flavorings throughout 
the country. The Workplace Protections Sub-
committee held a hearing in April on OSHA’s 
failure to issue health and safety standards. 
Eric Peoples, a former employee of a Missouri 
popcorn plant who is awaiting a double lung 
transplant, testified that he was never in-
formed of the hazards of diacetyl while work-
ing at the plant. ‘‘I played by the rules. I 
worked to support my family. This unregulated 
industry virtually destroyed my life. Don’t let it 
destroy the lives of others,’’ Peoples asked the 
committee. 

The interim final standard will apply to the 
food flavorings industry and the microwave 
popcorn production and packaging industry. 
This bill will also require OSHA to issue a final 
diacetyl standard within 2 years of issuing the 
interim final standard. The final standard will 
apply to all locations where diacetyl is proc-
essed or used. Although we are expecting 
OSHA to follow the normal administrative pro-
cedures for issuing the final standard, we ex-
pect the agency to do whatever is necessary 
and allowed by the various procedural laws 
and regulations to ensure that the final stand-
ard can be issued within the 2-year deadline. 
In any case, the interim final standard will re-
main in effect until the final standard is issued. 

It is with some reluctance that I offer this 
legislation. Over 35 years ago, Congress gave 
OSHA the authority to address workplace haz-
ards, and gave the agency the ability to issue 
emergency standards. But OSHA has not 
acted. OSHA has known that diacetyl causes 
bronchiolitis obliterans or popcorn lung for 
over 5 years ever since the National Institute 
for Occupational Safety and Health published 
evidence in 2002 linking diacetyl to 
bronchiolitis obliterans, yet OSHA has not 
even issued an information bulletin. Last year, 
House Democrats urged the Labor Depart-
ment to address this serious health hazard. 

OSHA has not responded. Also last year, two 
labor unions, supported by a letter signed by 
42 of the Nation’s leading occupational health 
scientists and physicians, petitioned the agen-
cy for an emergency standard. OSHA has still 
not responded to that petition. 

The measures required by the bill are fea-
sible and affordable. In fact, they are the same 
measures already recommended by the Flavor 
and Extract Manufacturers Association, the 
main industry association for the flavorings in-
dustry, in 2004. The association has voted to 
support this legislation and the issuance of an 
OSHA standard. 

The measures mandated by this bill are also 
consistent with recommendations from the Na-
tional Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health, NIOSH, and we expect OSHA to work 
closely with NIOSH to ensure that the final 
standard is fully protective and completed by 
the deadline set by this bill. 

It is clear that an emergency exists and that 
this hazard presents a grave danger and sig-
nificant risk of life-threatening illness to ex-
posed workers. If OSHA will not act, then 
Congress must act. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE AMERICAN 
CITIZENSHIP AMENDMENT 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 13, 2007 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, I rise to once 
again introduce the American Citizenship 
Amendment. Currently, any person born on 
American soil can claim American citizenship, 
regardless of the citizenship of that child’s par-
ents. This means that any non-citizen who 
happens to give birth in the United States has 
just given birth to an American citizen, eligible 
for all the benefits and privileges afforded to 
citizens. 

Madam Speaker, this is unacceptable and is 
far from what our Founders intended when 
they drafted our Constitution. It undermines 
the very concept of citizenship as enshrined in 
the United States Constitution: to be constitu-
tionally entitled to U.S. citizenship one must 
be ‘‘born . . . in the United States’’ and ‘‘sub-
ject to the jurisdiction thereof.’’ This second, 
and most important, part means that in order 
to gain U.S. citizenship one must owe and ac-
tively express allegiance to the United States 
in addition to the act of being born on United 
States soil. 

Practically, what the current state of affairs 
does is cheapen citizenship. Rather than im-
part all the obligations and responsibilities of 
being an American, it becomes merely a ticket 
to welfare and other Federal benefits. The his-
tory of the United States is that of immigrants, 
but previously individuals from diverse back-
grounds accepted the obligations of citizenship 
in exchange for the great benefits of living in 
the United States as Americans. 

This proposed constitutional amendment re-
stores the concept of American citizenship to 
that of our Founders. This legislation simply 
states that no child born in the United States 
whose mother and father do not possess citi-
zenship or owe permanent allegiance to the 
United States shall be a citizen of the United 
States. It is essential to the future of our con-
stitutional republic that citizenship be some-
thing of value, something to be cherished. It 
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